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Competence-based medical education require more soft-skills and complex skills as the abilities of medical 
graduates. To assess the soft and complex skills, more formative assessment is recommended. This study 
uses a participatory action research with teachers and students in Indonesia to start the more student-
centred curriculum with soft skills and formative assessment. We did a literature review on soft skills 
training and formative assessment in medical education, followed by the Delphi technique and then the 
PAR methods. About 40 teachers and 40 students from 8 Faculty of Medicine joined the first cycle of PAR 
(twice focus group discussions with a webinar in between) on exploring the problems in the current 
curriculum and assessment system. The next cycle of PAR will be next year 2021, to stimulate ‘champions’ 
of the participants to train the other medical teachers by initiating a small scope of soft-skills curriculum 
and formative assessment.  Results will be obtained from October-November 2020 and continued to 2021. 

There has been an increasing demand for a curriculum developed around a Second Major in Public 
Health from both NUS and the industry. This presentation will share on the needs assessment and 
process of curriculum development for a Second Major in Public Health, the first of its kind in 
Singapore. We used the integrated framework for curriculum development in higher education, 
which consisted of five stages. It is envisioned that the new programme will be complementary to the 
existing Minor and the MPH programmes, in providing greater breadth and depth in our public health 
curricula, as well as in meeting the needs of the sector. 
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